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Rialto is so pleased to welcome you to World 
Cinema Amsterdam's 11th edition. We soon 
started preparations for the 2020 edition after 
the successful anniversary WCA edition in 
2019, but then COVID-19 unfortunately threw 
a spanner in the works. It became clear quite 
quickly that organizing a live edition of the 
festival was not realistic; we had to cancel the 
festival.

In 2021 we pick up where we left off in 2020 and 
return stronger than ever with an exciting range 
of films. Besides our two main locations, Rialto 
de Pijp and De Balie, this year also includes 
screenings at Rialto VU. Officially opening 
in November, this new Rialto venue offers 
audiences a chance to try out the screens at 
De Boelelaan 1111 between 26 and 28 August, 
with a select choice of films from the festival 
programme. To emphasize the importance of 
the Actual Africa focus, one of the films from this 
programme will be shown in Amsterdam Zuid-
Oost on 5 September (Bijlmerbios Open Air).

While we are gradually trying to relax the corona 
measures in the Netherlands and elsewhere 
in Europe to make real-life cultural events, 
including cinema and film festivals, possible 
again, the fight against COVID-19 is still ongoing 
worldwide. The huge differences in the number 
of vaccines administered and of infections 
on the various continents painfully point out 
how problematic the situation is regarding 
solidarity between the northern and southern 
hemispheres.

This is also reflected in the programming. A 
leitmotiv in the different programming sections 
is the impossibility for many to feel safe and free 
in their own country, as shown in the Egyptian 
opening film Souad. It often goes hand in hand 
with the desire to emigrate to a country of choice 
where such freedom and opportunities for 
personal development can be realised; within 
the same region – for example in Fighter from 
North to South Korea – from Africa to Europe, 
or from Latin America or the Caribbean to the 
US. This is a recurring theme in the festival's rich 
programming.

Welcome

Raymond Walravens, Director & Curator World Cinema 
Amsterdam, Director Rialto

With this 11th edition of WCA, we once again 
demonstrate the importance of understanding 
the current state of affairs in countries in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, also the Middle East and 
the Caribbean. Films by Dutch and Belgian makers 
with roots in these parts of the world are important 
as well because of the view on our society they 
offer. Their films are included in our WCA Presents 
programme section.

Despite possible corona restrictions, I wish 
everyone lots of cinematic fun at the 11th edition of 
World Cinema Amsterdam!

Raymond Walravens,
Director & Curator World Cinema Amsterdam,
Director Rialto
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Rialto VU: A Brand New Festival Location

It has been eleven years already since the very first edition of Rialto's World Cinema Amsterdam 
festival took place. In that year, 2010, the festival was held at a single venue: Rialto film theatre at 
Ceintuurbaan. This was no different in 2011, but one year later a new permanent indoor location was 
added: De Balie, the well-known debate centre at Kleine-Gartmanplantsoen.

In the same year that WCA was launched, a study was presented at the former borough office 
Zuid regarding the realisation of art and culture in the Zuidas/Buitenveldert area. One of the 
recommendations was to erect a decent film theatre near VU Amsterdam.

Considering Rialto the ideal partner for setting up such a theatre, Carolien Gehrels, at the time the 
alderperson for Art and Culture in Amsterdam, brought VU Amsterdam and Rialto together. More 
than ten years later, the project has been completed: Rialto VU is located inside the New University 
Building of VU Amsterdam at De Boelelaan 1111. With four great auditoriums, the new film theatre 
provides a rich contribution to the cultural offerings in this part of town.

The official opening will be in November 2021, but as the auditoriums will be ready to go in August, 
a select choice of films from the festival programme will be screened at Rialto VU on the final WCA 
weekend. We already know: Rialto VU is here to stay!
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World Cinema Amsterdam Awards

World Cinema Jury Award
The World Cinema Amsterdam competition programme features eight truly exceptional films, taking us on a 
fascinating odyssey around the world. from Egypt, Iran, Peru, Finland, to Nigeria, South Korea, Thailand and 
Brazil.

The three members of the World Cinema Jury will decide which film will win the Jury Award; the winner 
receives the award and € 5000.

The nominees are:

World Cinema Audience Award
This prestigious Award is awarded by the audience themselves. Through voting they decide what feature film 
they think is the best from the entire festival programme. Almost all feature lenghts films are eligible for this 
award; the winner receives the audience award and € 5.000.

World Cinema Exchange Award
Which film lets you step into a different world, which film instigates a discussion in which life questions are 
talked about? In other words: which is the most thought-provoking film of the festival?

The three members of the World Cinema Exchange Jury decide which film succeeded best in in this. The 
director of the winning film receives a €2,500 prize, in addition, the distributor may spend €2,500 on the 
organization of film discussions around the film's release. The World Cinema Exchange Award is made possible 
by Het Filmgesprek.

The nominees are:

1.  Ayten Amin for SOUAD
2.  Behtash Sanaeeha & Maryam Moghaddam for 

BALLAD OF A WHITE COW
3. Melina Léon for CANCIÓN SIN NOMBRE
4. Hamy Ramezan for ENSILUMI

5. Arie & Chuko Esiri for EYIMOFE
6. Jéro Yun for FIGHTER
7.  Anocha Suwichakornpong for JAI JUMLONG
8. Gustavo Pizzi for THE LAST DAYS OF GILDA

1. Ayten Amin for SOUAD
2. Arie & Chuko Esiri for EYIMOFE
3.  Kaouther Ben Hania for THE MAN WHO SOLD 

HIS SKIN
4. Melina Léon for CANCIÓN SIN NOMBRE

5.  Behtash Sanaeeha & Maryam Moghaddam for 
BALLAD OF A WHITE COW

6. Gustavo Pizzi for THE LAST DAYS OF GILDA
7. Nicolás Rincón Gille for TANTAS ALMAS
8. Volkan Üce for ALL-IN
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Hugo Emmerzael
Film critic, curator and programmer Hugo Emmerzael read Theatre, Film 
& Television Studies at Utrecht University. He is an editor of De Filmkrant 
and writes for VPRO Gids, MUBI Notebook and Senses of Cinema. He 
was previously a programmer for CinemAsia Film Festival and worked 
as a programme advisor for the Netherlands Film Festival. He currently 
curates the film programming for Stadsschouwburg Velsen; since 2020 
he has also been curating the Directors' Forum at the Netherlands Film 
Festival. He has been a jury member in the film festivals of Cannes, Venice, 
Karlovy Vary and Moscow.

Absaline Hehakaya
As project manager Selective Funding at the Netherlands Film Fund, 
Absaline Hehakaya is responsible for stimulating innovation in film across 
the board and the further development of (new) talent. A philosopher, 
programme-maker, film programmer and moderator, Hehakaya was until 
recently film curator at De Balie in Amsterdam and helped make it one of 
the most important cinemas for national and international documentaries 
in the Netherlands. She also has been actively involved in the IDFA 
and IFFR festivals, for which she put together an often distinctive side 
programming. She has furthermore been an advisor for the Amsterdam 
Fund for the Arts and programmer for the Imagine Fantastic Film 
Festival/Night of Terror

Shariff Nasr
Rotterdam filmmaker Shariff Nasr studied at the Netherlands Film and 
Television Academy between 2002 and 2006, where he became proficient 
in writing screenplays. After his graduation, he was involved in dozens of 
film, television and advertising projects, winning many awards. His main 
source of inspiration lies in the emotions we try to hide or ignore, and social 
issues to which we turn a blind eye. His main weapon in the fight against 
social injustice is humour. He is currently working as a director on his first 
feature film: El Houb. He wrote the screenplay together with Philip Delmaar. 
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World Cinema Exchange Jury 2021

Jaëla Arian 
(1995) studied Biology and now works as a policy advisor at the 
municipality of Amsterdam. She founded the film platform LA 
RIOT, which, in collaboration with Rialto, makes world cinema 
accessible to a younger audience. Previously, Jaëla has worked at 
the Heerenstraat Theater in Wageningen for five years. In 2015, 
she was a Venice Days jury member at the Venice International 
Film Festival. She also sat on the 2019 Exchange Award jury.

Edson da Conceicao
(1987) was only twenty when he graduated from the Graphic 
Lyceum in Rotterdam. He wanted to continue his study at the 
Netherlands Film Academy, but initially considering himself "too 
young and inexperienced" he decided to work as a freelancer in the 
film industry first, thus acquiring experience as assistant director, 
cameraman and editor. He finally enrolled at the Film Academy in 
2015, with success: from 2018 onward he has made a series of often 
award-winning short films.

 
Jeroen Helmers
(1989), born and raised in Tegelen, studied history at the college of 
education in Sittard and is currently a teacher in film and in social 
studies at a pre-vocational school (VMBO) in Venlo. In 2014 he 
started making films at school, to introduce his students to the joy 
of filmmaking. For this initiative he received an Eye Filmmuseum 
nomination for Film Teacher of the Year in 2019.
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AYTEN AMIN 
(1978, Egypt) studied film criticism and film in Cairo. Her graduation 
film Her Man screened at Clermont-Ferrand, among other festivals. 
She co-directed the documentary Tahrir 2011, which premiered at 
Venice. Her feature debut, Villa 69, screened in Abu Dhabi, Malmö 
and Cannes. Souad is a hybrid ‘documentary fiction film’ exploring 
the lives of two teenage sisters in Egypt’s Nile Delta.
 

What happens when traditional views on the position of women clash with the modern way of 
life embodied by social media? This is what Egyptian director Ayten Amin addresses in her 
film, which she co-wrote and produced.

On the bus, a young student is telling one passenger about her fiancé being a soldier in the 
army, next she is chatting to someone else about her fiancé being a doctor. Both stories are 
untrue. 19-year-old Souad from Zagazig, a small town in Egypt's Nile Delta, leads a complicated 
double life: her life in the virtual world of Facebook is filled with fun and excitement, it is the 
life she would love to have, but in the real world she has to adapt to the traditional views of her 
conservatively religious parents. It all leads to an inevitable collision, particularly when she can 
no longer hide her fantasy world from her family. The consequences are immense, especially 
for her younger sister Rabab.

Souad
AYTEN AMIN | EGYPT, TUNISIA, GERMANY | 2021 | 96' | ARABIC SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 
RELEASED BY MOOOV EARLY 2022

COMPETITION 
OPENING FILM 

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp 
THU 19 AUG 21:00h   
FRI 20 AUG 21:20h  

De Balie  
SAT 21 AUG 19:00h 

Rialto VU 
FRI 27 AUG 20:00h  
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BEHTASH SANAEEHA 
 (1980, Iran) studied civil engineering before writing screenplays and 
directing shorts, documentaries, commercials and animated series 
for television. His debut feature Risk of Acid Rain screened at over 
30 international festivals. 

MARYAM MOGHADDAM 
(1970, Iran) studied Performing Arts in Sweden. She has appeared 
in films including Closed Curtain by Jafar Panahi and Kambuzia 
Partovi, which premiered at the Berlinale and won a Silver Bear. 

In hardly any country the death penalty is carried out as often as in Iran. In There is No Evil, 
Iranian director Mohammad Rasoulof showed what this means for the lives of those involved. 
Directing duo Behtash Sanaeeha and Maryam Moghaddam now made a compelling drama that 
not only depicts how the Iranian legal system functions, but also which position a woman has in it.

A year after her husband Babak's execution, Mina (Maryam Moghaddam) is called to court, 
where she is drily informed that her husband was innocent and was in fact wrongly executed. 
Still, it must have been Allah's will, otherwise it could not have happened, the judge states. One 
day Reza shows up, claiming to be an old friend of Babak's. He has come to pay an outstanding 
debt. Though hesitant at first, Mina gradually lets Reza into her life.

Ballad of a White Cow

COMPETITION

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp 
SUN 22 AUG 19:00h
FRI 27 AUG 19:00h

De Balie  
TUE 24 AUG 19:00h 

Rialto VU 
SAT 28 AUG 18:00h  

BEHTASH SANAEEHA & MARYAM MOGHADDAM | IRAN, FRANCE | 2020 | 105' | PERSIAN SPOKEN | 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES | RELEASED BY CHERRY PICKERS ON 4 NOVEMBER
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COMPETITION 

MELINA LÉON
(Peru) is a director based in Lima and New York. Her short El paraíso 
de Lili won 11 awards at over 20 international festivals, including 
Best Latin American Film at the Sao Paulo International Short Film 
Festival. Her debut feature Canción sin nombre is inspired by a true 
account of child trafficking originally reported by her father.   

Peru, 1980s: Georgina and her husband Leo live in a shabby shack on the outskirts of the capital 
Lima. Life is hard as it is, but now but now even more so because Georgina is pregnant. When 
she hears of a clinic offering free maternity care, she decides to give birth there. Her new-born 
baby is whisked away moments after its birth, supposedly because a health check is necessary 
first. She can come back the next day, but when she does, both the clinic and the baby have 
disappeared. She immediately goes to the authorities for help, only to be endlessly referred to 
one department after another. In desperation she turns to a major newspaper and meets the 
lonely journalist Pedro. He dives into the case.

Director Melina Léon, who wrote the screenplay herself, dedicated her award-winning film to 
her father Ismael, who researched organized child trafficking as a journalist. The black-and-
white images and 4:3 format emphasize the hopelessness and bleak nature of the story.

Canción sin nombre
MELINA LÉON | PERU, SPAIN, CHILE | 2019 | 97' | QUECHUA, SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 
RELEASED BY MOOV ON 4 NOVEMBER

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp 
SAT 22 AUG 16:50h  
THU 26 AUG 19:20h  

De Balie  
MON 23 AUG 19:00h 

Rialto VU 
SAT 28 AUG 20:30h  



13

COMPETITION

HAMY RAMEZAN  
(1979, Iran) is a Finnish-Iranian director and screenwriter who fled 
persecution in Iran. He graduated from the film school at UCA, 
Franham, in 2007 and has made several shorts. Listen (2015) 
premiered at Cannes Directors’ Fortnight 2015, screened at over 
200 festivals and was nominated for Best Short at the European Film 
Awards. Ensilumi is his feature debut. 

Every morning, 13-year-old Ramin's mother tenderly wakes up her son. She then wakes up his 
father and little sister and they calmly start their day. The Mehdipour family seemingly live 
an everyday life, their life takes place in a Finnish refugee centre, however, as they have fled 
Iran. While Ramin is wondering how to approach the girl he has a crush on, his parents have far 
bigger concerns: their application for asylum will most likely be denied, which could means that 
they will be deported. They can still appeal, but they also know that bureaucracy in Finland is a 
slow-moving machine. Still, Ramin's father keeps a positive attitude.

In his feature debut with this topical coming-of-age story, director Hamy Ramezan shows how 
people manage to keep their dignity even when faced with an indifferent government that can 
determine their future at the stroke of a pen. The story is based on his own experiences.

Ensilumi

COMPETITION

SCREENINGS
De Balie 
SUN 22 AUG 19:00h   

Rialto de Pijp  
MON 23 AUG 21:45h 
WED 25 AUG 19:00h

Rialto VU 
THU 26 AUG 17:30h  

HAMY RAMEZAN | FINLAND | 2020 | 82' | PERSIAN, ENGLISH, FINNISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES
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COMPETITION 

ARIE ESIRI (1985, Nigeria) studied at Colombia and New York 
Universities in the US, then worked in various camera departments 
before being inspired by the films of Vittorio De Sica. He co-directed 
the short Goose with his twin brother Chuko, produced the short 
Besida and Chika Anadu’s award-winning feature B for Boy.  

CHUKO ESIRI (1985, Nigeria) studied law then learned about the 
film business through internships in New York. After returning to 
Nigeria, he produced Julius Onah’s Big Man and made two short 
films: Goose, co-directed with his twin brother Arie, and Besida. 

Hardworking handyman Mofe wants to get out of Lagos. He dreams of living in Spain and 
is already well on his way to achieving that dream: he has a passport and has had his name 
changed to "Sanchez". A death in the family puts him in financial trouble, as he has to pay for 
the coffin, but lacks the money to do so.
Rosa lives in a different part of the city – a hairdresser by day, a bar worker at night. She and her 
younger sister Grace too dream of a life elsewhere, in their case in Italy, and time is somewhat 
pressing as Grace is pregnant. Where to find the money though, or the right papers? Rosa gets 
involved with the wrong people.

In their feature debut, twins Arie and Chuko Esiri present a true picture of everyday life in 
Lagos, a city where the road to a better life is fraught with many obstacles. A comparison with 
the work of the Dardenne brothers is easily made – and rightly so.

Eyimofe
ARIE & CHUKO ESIRI | NIGERIA | 2020 | 116' | ENGLISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 
RELEASED BY MOOOV EARLY 2022

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp 
SAT 21 AUG 19:00h
MON 23 AUG 21:10h

De Balie  
WED 25 AUG 19:00h

Rialto VU 
FRI 27 AUG 20:30h 
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COMPETITION

JÉRO YUN
(1980, South Korea) studied art, photography and film in France. His 
short documentary Promesse won the Grand Prize at the Asiana 
International Short Film Festival; his feature documentary Mrs. B. A 
North Korean Woman was awarded in Moscow and Zurich. His short 
Hitchhiker screened in Directors' Fortnight at Cannes, and his debut 
feature Beautiful Days opened the 2018 Busan International Film 
Festival.  

Young Jin-ah, a North Korean refugee, has completed her social adjustment training in South 
Korea, but she still feels lost in her small studio in Seoul. Her main objective is to earn enough 
money to get her father from China to South Korea. So she picks up any job she can find. She 
lands a cleaning gig at a boxing gym and soon becomes fascinated by the boxing sport. Her 
enthusiasm does not go unnoticed: Tae-soo, the gym director's assistant, recognizes her 
potential and urges her to take up the sport herself. She remains hesitant, but when her money 
troubles increase after an incident, she decides to rise to the challenge.

Fighter is not a film about a sports talent eventually reaching the top, as the cliché would 
have it, but rather a character study of a woman, excellently played by Lim Seong-mi, for whom 
keeping her head up is a daily struggle in itself.

Fighter

COMPETITION

SCREENINGS
De Balie  
SUN 22 AUG 21:30h 

Rialto de Pijp 
MON 23 AUG 19:00h   
FRI 27 AUG 21:20h  

Rialto VU 
SAT 28 AUG 17:30h  

JÉRO YUN | SOUTH KOREA | 2020 | 104' | KOREAN SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES



16

COMPETITION 

ANOCHA SUWICHAKORNPON
(1976, Thailand) is a scriptwriter, director and owner of production 
house Electric Eel Films. Her short Graceland (2006) was the first 
Thai short in Official Selection at Cannes and her feature debut, 
Mundane History (2009), picked up numerous awards. She co-
directed Krabi, 2562 – a blend of documentary and camp – with Ben 
Rivers. Jai jumlong is her fourth feature 

In her previous, critically acclaimed, award-winning film By the Time it Gets Dark, Thai 
director Anocha Suwichakornpong already experimented freely with ways of storytelling. 
During the last Berlinale her new film Jai jumlong had its world premiere, a film in which 
she goes one step further: the narrative takes second place to the film's atmosphere. An 
atmosphere she creates with stunning black-and-white images, all equally beautifully lit, while 
the sound design also makes viewing the film very special.

Four friends in their twenties travel to Kanchanaburi in western Thailand to visit the museum 
dedicated to the construction of the Burma Railway in WWII, only to discover that the museum 
is closed for renovations. They still manage to have a good time in the house they rented. They 
turn out to be actors performing scenes from a play. Back in Bangkok, they re-enact their 
experience.

Jai jumlong
ANOCHA SUWICHAKORNPONG | THAILAND | 2021 | 69' | THAI SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS
De Balie  
THU 26 AUG 22:00h 

Rialto de Pijp 
WED 25 AUG 21:30h   
FRI 27 AUG 18:30h  

Rialto VU 
SAT 28 AUG 15:30h  
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GUSTAVO PIZZI
(1977, Brazil) is a producer, writer and director. He wrote and produced 
his first documentary Pretérito perfeito in 2006 and his debut 
feature, Riscado, screened at WCA in 2011. His award-winning feature 
Benzinho screened at WCA Open Air in 2018. His latest project, mini-
series The Last Days of Gilda – competing at WCA – was also selected 
for the Berlinale Series 2021. 

Gustavo Pizzi and his ex-wife Karine Teles are a productive filming duo, writing screenplays 
together and with him directing and her playing the lead. This was the case with the films shown 
at previous WCA editions, Riscado (2010) and Benzinho (2017), and yet again in The Last Days 
of Gilda, originally made as a four-part TV mini series. The screenplay, based on a play by 
Rodrigo de Roure, is an ode to freedom and sensuality.

Gilda (Teles) – a colourful, independent woman who loves good food and good sex – lives in a Rio 
de Janeiro suburb. Not everyone in the neighbourhood appreciates the way she chooses to live 
and there is a lot of gossip going around. Usually this does not bother her, but things change 
when she has to deal with Cacilda, a supporter of the reactionary Christian pastor Isaías, who 
seems to be gaining increasingly more influence in the neighbourhood. There is no place for 
"Gildas" in their world.

The Last Days of Gilda

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp 
SAT 28 AUG 21:00h 

 
De Balie  
SAT 28 AUG 21:30h 

Rialto VU 
SAT 28 AUG 20:00h  

GUSTAVO PIZZI | BRAZIL | 2020 | 106' | PORTUGUESE SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 
RELEASED BY J&J FILMS DATE TBA

COMPETITION 
CLOSING FILM 
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'Nancy, we are going to Fespaca Ouagadougou, the 
biggest Sub-Saharan film festival in Burkina Faso!!! 
Where? What? How? When? Why?' That was my 
reaction when Mariët Bakker, (the co-curator of the 
first edition of Actual Africa 2017) called me. She said, 
Raymond and I are getting too old for this, we want to 
pass on the baton to the younger generation. We think 
you are a suitable candidate. Are you game? In my head, 
I was like see you guys ain’t old! After thinking about it 
for a while and a meeting with Raymond, I was so game. 
Fespaco here we come. I couldn’t have gotten a better 
start, it also happened to be the 50th anniversary 
of Fespaco. It was graced by so many talented film 
directors and writers from the continent. While Mariët 
was introducing me to the golden oldies, I also made my 
way to find new friends.

Thirty plus years ago there were hardly any film 
images from Africa in the Netherlands. And if the 
media showed something it was the same old image, 
poverty, corruption and flies hovering over children. 
Fast forward: since 2018/2019 there has been a quite 
a shift in the African movie industry. Video online 
demand platforms such as Netflix have made African 
blockbusters accessible in the Netherlands. And there 
is more diversity in Dutch commercials.

However, there are a lot of gems that Netflix does not 
show, so thank goodness that Actual Africa exists, that 
highlights pressing subjects. This year Actual Africa 
consists of nine feature films, six shorts and a shorts 
special. A majority of the films were shot pre COVID-19. 

However, this virus could not stop creatives from telling 
and capturing their story on the continent during 
the pandemic. Us in Between and the ultra-shorts 
by African Females are perfect examples, both show 
the impact of the lockdown in the lives of individuals. 
Watching these films made me wonder. Are these the 
hardships people are facing a reason why Africans 
want to migrate and seek greener pastures abroad? 
Some will do whatever it takes to make their desire 
come through. Whiles others are seeking their way out 
of the continent, diasporians of African descent are 
doing massive research to find out their real identity 
and want to connect with their roots and ancestors. 
For some it has even become a wish before death comes 
and takes them away.

Of course, the images of Africa have not always 
been rosy, it is a fact. We cannot forget the Rwandan 
genocide which cost the lives of millions. Ethnic groups 
who could not see eye tot eye, but after so many years 
have managed to forgive one another and trying to 
live peacefully. Ntarbana and Aloe Vera shed some 
light into this matter. If it is not a tribal war it must be 
religion. How well are various groups coping with 
each other and is there room for actual love or is it 
forbidden?  You will find out. This is Actual Africa 2.0.

Nancy Asaah
Curator Actual Africa

Actual Africa
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ACTUAL AFRICA

PETER SEDUFIA 
 (1985, Ghana) is a director and writer who studied at the National Film 
and Television Institute in Ghana. His short The Traveller won the 
Special Jury Prize at the Pan African Film Festival in 2015, and was 
followed by features Keteke (2017), Sidechic Gang (2018) and Aloe 
Vera (2020). For Aloe Vera, Sedufia and his production company Old 
Film Productions built a community in Ghana.

Which came first: the chicken or the egg? In a once peaceful community, this discussion got so 
out of hand that the people decided to establish a permanent border in their village, with all 
belonging to "team chicken" living on the blue side and the "egg believers" on the yellow side. 
No one is allowed to cross the line. Meanwhile, Aloewin and Veralin fall in love. There is just one 
problem: he lives on the blue side, she on the yellow. Their longing to be together is so great, 
however, that they meet secretly outside the village's borders. When their parents, also the 
leaders of both camps, discover what is going on, the fat is in the fire.

In this romantic film, Ghanaian director Peter Sedufia, who also wrote the screenplay, adds an 
original twist to the old story of Romeo and Juliet. His message is as simple as it is universal: 
love doesn't recognize borders.

Aloe Vera
PETER SEDUFIA | GHANA | 2020 | 107' | ENGLISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp  
SAT 21 AUG 21:45h   
SAT 28 AUG 19:00h  

Rialto VU  
THU 26 AUG 20:30h   
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MAMADOU DIA
(Senegal) is a former journalist, co-founder of production company 
Joyedidi, director and DoP based in New York. His short Samedi 
Cinema (2016) premiered at the Venice International Film Festival and 
the Toronto International Film Festival. His first feature, Baamum 
Nafi won the Golden Leopard in the Filmmakers of the Present 
competition and the First Feature award at Locarno.

In a small town somewhere in north-eastern Senegal, the brothers Tierno and Ousane find 
themselves embroiled into a conflict when their children express their intent to get married. 
Old-school Islamic cleric Tierno combines his faith with ancient local customs. Though also a 
devout Muslim, candidate mayor Ousane has ties to a fundamentalist faction. When Ousane 
tells his brother about his son's wedding plans, Tierno will have nothing of it. The ensuing 
fraternal struggle is less about their children's happiness and more an ideological battle 
between the two men, originating in their own childhood.

Director Mamadou Dia also wrote the screenplay for his feature debut, a nuanced and 
humorously told drama. The film won two Golden Leopards at the Locarno film festival.

Baamum Nafi
MAMADOU DIA | SENEGAL | 2019 | 108' | PULAAR SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

ACTUAL AFRICA

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp
SUN 22 AUG 14:10h
TUE 24 AUG 21:30h
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ACTUAL AFRICA

JORDAN RIBER
(Zimbabwe) was raised in Zimbabwe, son of filmmakers John and 
Louise Riber. He fell in love with filmmaking and studied film at 
Western Washington University in the US. He has worked as a 
filmmaker and sound engineer in Dar es Salaam since 2005. Bahasha 
is his third feature, winning Best Director and Best Cinematography 
awards at the 2018 Zanzibar International Film Festival

Ex-footballer Kitasa (Ayoub Bombwe) has big plans for his family and the community where 
he grew up. He manages to secure a position in local government. One day, Kampira, one of his 
political rivals, approaches him with a shady issue, asking Kitasa to look the other way when 
he starts illegal development on public land. Of course there is a nice reward in it for Kitasa. 
Kitasa agrees. The consequences are huge: Kitasa becomes entangled in a web of lies and, 
what's worse, he loses the respect of his community and family.

In this gripping drama, Zimbabwe-born Tanzanian director Jordan Riber shows the 
consequences of corruption on a personal level. He does so, remarkably, through the eyes of 
the corrupt politician Kitasa himself. Earlier in 2018, Riber shot the film Fatuma, also with 
Bombwe in one of the lead roles.

Bahasha
JORDAN RIBER | TANZANIA | 2018 | 85' | SWAHILI SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
SUN 22 AUG 21:20h
WED 25 AUG 21:20h 
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CARLA FONSECA (1989, South Africa) graduated in Theatre & 
Performance from the University of Cape Town in 2010. An actress 
and director, she uses a variety of media to achieve her creative 
objectives, which include encouraging a stronger theatre and 
performance culture within Southern Africa.

NTHATO MOKGATA (1985, South Africa) is a filmmaker, visual 
artist, music producer and songwriter. His documentary feature 
Future Sound of Mzansi (2014), made with Lebogang Rasethaba, 
screened at various festivals and events globally. Burkinabe (2019) is 
his first foray into fictional feature film making.

A young woman, Mariam, is ill and returns to Burkina Faso, where she was born. Having been 
sent away as a young child for adoption to South Africa, she hardly knows anything about her 
native country. Now she is planning to spend her last days in her village in the south west of 
Burkina Faso. She only does not know how to get there, does not speak the language, and is 
unfamiliar with the local customs. In the capital Ouagadougou, she befriends a charismatic bike 
messenger/taxi driver, Moussa, who claims to know the exact location of her village and offers 
to take her there. Moussa also has problems of his own: he is lonely despite his charm, and he 
has large financial problems. Together, they embark on the journey south.

Burkinabe is the feature film debut of directors Nthato Mokgata and Carla Fonseca, who 
both have already made name in the world of theatre and music. Fonseca plays the leading role 
herself in this self-discovery road movie.

Burkinabe
NTHATO MOKGATA & CARLA FONSECA | SOUTH AFRICA, BURKINA FASO | 2019 | 75' | DIOLA, ENGLISH, 
FRENCH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

ACTUAL AFRICA

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp
SUN 22 AUG 19:45h
SAT 28 AUG 21:30h

De Balie
WED 25 AUG 21:30h
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ACTUAL AFRICA

ARIE ESIRI (1985, Nigeria) studied at Colombia and New York 
Universities in the US, then worked in various camera departments 
before being inspired by the films of Vittorio De Sica. He co-directed 
the short Goose with his twin brother Chuko, produced the short 
Besida and Chika Anadu’s award-winning feature B for Boy.  

CHUKO ESIRI (1985, Nigeria) studied law then learned about the 
film business through internships in New York. After returning to 
Nigeria, he produced Julius Onah’s Big Man and made two short 
films: Goose, co-directed with his twin brother Arie, and Besida. 

Hardworking handyman Mofe wants to get out of Lagos. He dreams of living in Spain and 
is already well on his way to achieving that dream: he has a passport and has had his name 
changed to "Sanchez". A death in the family puts him in financial trouble, as he has to pay for 
the coffin, but lacks the money to do so. Rosa lives in a different part of the city – a hairdresser 
by day, a bar worker at night. She and her younger sister Grace too dream of a life elsewhere, 
in their case in Italy, and time is somewhat pressing as Grace is pregnant. Where to find the 
money though, or the right papers? Rosa gets involved with the wrong people.

In their feature debut, twins Arie and Chuko Esiri present a true picture of everyday life in 
Lagos, a city where the road to a better life is fraught with many obstacles. A comparison with 
the work of the Dardenne brothers is obvious – and rightly so.

Eyimofe
ARIE & CHUKO ESIRI | NIGERIA | 2020 | 116' | ENGLISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp 
SAT 21 AUG 19:00h
MON 23 AUG 21:10h

De Balie  
WED 25 AUG 19:00h

Rialto VU 
FRI 27 AUG 20:30h 
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ADAMS MENSAH
(1991, Ghana) is a Ghanaian-Belgian actor and filmmaker who started 
acting in Antwerp at the age of 16. His debut documentary, Me a 
Belgian, My Mother a Ghanaian, won a Signis Award and the Special 
Jury Prize at ZIFF 2016. Ghana for You is his second feature and part 
of a larger project investigating what prompts Ghanaians to migrate 
to other parts of the world.

At 14, filmmaker and actor Adams Mensah moved from Accra to Brussels, his father's place of 
residency for many years already. His mother stayed behind in Ghana. In his first documentary 
Me a Belgian, My Mother a Ghanaian, which he shot in 2016, he explored what this meant for 
both him and her. In his new documentary, Mensah returns to Ghana, the country where he 
spent half of his life.

Why do so many young Ghanaians want to emigrate and go to Europe? What is missing in their 
own country? And do they really know what to expect once they arrive in Europe? Starting 
from his personal experiences, Mensah travels through the country with Belgian and Ghanaian 
friends looking for possible answers. It's easy for him to talk, many tell him, after all he has 
already achieved their ideal. Mensah questions his own position.

Ghana for You

ACTUAL AFRICA

ADAMS MENSAH | GHANA, BELGIUM | 2018 | 80' | ENGLISH, DUTCH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS
OSCAM 
FRI 20 AUG 20:30h 

Rialto de Pijp
SAT 21 AUG 16:45h 

Rialto VU
THU 26 AUG 15:30h
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ACTUAL AFRICA

JOEL KAREKEZI
(1985, Rwanda) won the Nile Grand Prize 2014 at Luxor African Film 
Festival for his first feature, Imbabazi. His second feature, The 
Mercy of the Jungle, has picked up awards including a FESPACO 
Gold Stallion, Best Film at the Africa Movie Academy Awards, the 
Junior Jury Prize at FIFF Namur, Milano Film Festival's Digital 
Award and a Silver Hugo Award at Chicago International Film 
Festival. 

The Rwandan genocide of 1994, with Hutus killing Tutsis, had a long lingering effect, resulting 
for one in the Second Congo War of 1998. It is against this background that Rwandan director 
Joel Karekezi situates the events of this war drama. Though that war cost almost 5 million 
lives, he does not show any gory violence, but he tells a story of two men getting to know each 
other under extremely harsh circumstances. It is essentially a story of brotherhood.

After war breaks out in Congo, a battalion of Rwandan soldiers, including Sergeant Xavier 
and Private Faustin, set out for Congo to hunt down Hutu rebels. During a night-time raid in 
the jungle, Xavier and Faustin are accidentally separated from their battalion. They decide to 
move further west to find their comrades. A life-threatening journey, especially as Congolese 
militias are on their trail. Awarded at the Ouagadougou film festival and more.

The Mercy of the Jungle
JOEL KAREKEZI | BELGIUM, FRANCE | 2018 | 91' | FRENCH, SWAHILI SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
SAT 22 AUG 17:50h
TUE 24 AUG 19:10h
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FRANÇOIS L. WOUKOACHE 
(1966, Cameroon) is a director and writer known for his 1995 
documentary Asientos, the feature Fragments de vie (2000) and his 
2001 documentary Nous ne sommes plus morts. His latest film, the 
documentary feature Ntarabana, is the concluding part of a triptych 
on Rwanda post-1994 made up of the three films Nous ne sommes 
plus morts, Icyizere and Ntarabana.

"Trauma is somewhat alleviated when the tragedy is collective," says Anastasie Murekaze. The 
tragedy she speaks of took place between the 6th of April and the 4th of July 1994, when incited 
Hutus started killing in Rwanda. They were after their compatriots, Tutsis and moderate Hutus, 
of whom more than one million eventually died. At the risk of their own lives, Rugwiza Froduald 
and Mukankundiye Anne-Marie tried to protect Tutsis during the genocide by offering them a 
hiding place in Ntarabana in northern Rwanda.

In this documentary, Belgian-Cameroonian director François L. Woukoache primarily wants 
to listen to the stories and try to understand something of the horror that held the country 
in its grip at the time. He gives viewers pauses to breathe showing surreal landscape stills, 
accompanied by whispered consolation chants, bird songs and the blowing of the wind. Difficult 
as it may be, Murekaze has forgiven the perpetrators.

Made possible thanks to the Institut français Paris and the Institut français des Pays-Bas.

Ntarabana

ACTUAL AFRICA

FRANÇOIS L. WOUKOACHE | RWANDA, CAMEROON | 2017 | 90' | KINYARWANDA, FRENCH SPOKEN | 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp
SUN 22 AUG 15:30h
THU 26 AUG 17:00h
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ACTUAL AFRICA

SHIRLEY FRIMPONG-MANSO
(1977, Ghana) is a producer, writer and director known for 
Potomanto (2013), Grey Dawn (2015) and Devil in the Detail (2014). 
Her production credits also include A Sting In A Tale (2009) and 
The Perfect Picture (2019). She is Chief Executive Officer of Sparrow 
Productions and a former radio personality. Her Covid-19 drama Us 
in Between was partly shot during the lockdown in Ghana.

"We had to tell the story. It's almost like a calling," says Ghanaian director Shirley Frimpong-
Manso, showing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in her country in her latest film. It was 
not easy, as she was forced to film some scenes during lockdown – with all the associated risks. 
She dedicated the film to all the people who were the first to start fighting the outbreak.

Inevitably, more and more people are infected with coronavirus worldwide in 2020. Though 
things are still relatively calm in Ghana and the capital Accra, young nurse Emelia urges the 
laconic hospital management to finally make some real preparations. Meanwhile, she has also 
become involved in a new romantic affair that will test her faith in love. When the first infection 
is established, everything goes terribly wrong; politicians are not taking the pandemic very 
seriously either.

Us in Between
SHIRLEY FRIMPONG-MANSO | GHANA | 2020 | 90’ | GA, TWI, ENGLISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
SUN 22 AUG 21:40h
WED 25 AUG 19:20h

Rialto VU
THU 26 AUG 18:00h
 

 



29

TIMITÉ BASSORI
(1933, Ivory Coast) is a ground-breaking African writer, director and 
former actor. His sole fiction feature as a director – and sole fiction film 
apart from the experimental short Sur le dune de la solitude (1964) 
– the psychological thriller La femme au couteau (1969) was the first 
fiction feature made in the Ivory Coast, and is considered a classic of 
African cinema.

At the first edition of the Festival panafricain du cinéma et de la télévision de Ouagadougou, held 
in Burkina Faso in 1969, La femme au couteau by Ivorian director/actor/writer Timité Bassori 
made its world premiere. In it, Bassori links Freudian motifs to a traditional African narrative 
structure. He plays the lead role himself. The classic film has recently been fully restored.
After a long stay in Europe, a young Ivorian intellectual returns to Ivory Coast. Back home, he 
not only has difficulty readjusting, but also struggles with serious sexual inhibition, stemming 
from his very strict upbringing. He is haunted by recurring visions of a woman brandishing a 
huge knife. Paralyzed with fear, he is unable to enter into a relationship with a woman. He tries 
everything to get rid of the visions, but nothing helps.

Restored in 2019 by Cineteca di Bologna/L’Immagine Ritrovata and The Film Foundation’s World Cinema 
Project. Funding provided by the Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation. This restoration is part of the African 
Film Heritage Project, created by The Film Foundation, FEPACI and UNESCO – in collaboration with Cineteca 
di Bologna – to help locate, restore, and disseminate African cinema.

La femme au couteau

ACTUAL AFRICA CLASSIC

TIMITÉ BASSORI | CÔTE D'IVOIRE | 1969 | 90' | FRENCH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp
SAT 21 AUG 14:30h

Rialto VU
SAT 28 AUG 15:00h
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VARIOUS DIRECTORS | 2020 | VARIOUS COUNTRIES | 14' | VARIOUS LANGUAGES | 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

African Women in the Time of Covid-19

The Ladima Foundation, a Pan-African organization supporting women 
in creative industries, asked seven African women to visualize the impact 
of COVID-19 on their lives – seven personal gems about uncertainty, 
domestic violence, but also about perseverance and hope.

KHADIDIATOU SOW | SENEGAL | 2017 | 18' | WOLOF SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Une place dans l'avion

Remarkable news on the radio: a special aircraft to the US is at the disposal 
of anyone who wishes to emigrate hassle-free. Having always dreamt of 
leaving, Moussa decides to set off. One problem though: there are a limited 
number of seats available...

LOBÉ NDIAYE | SENEGAL, BELGIUM | 2018 | 26' | WOLOF SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

La femme - lionne

Madame Andrée Marie Diagne Bonané, nicknamed Woman-Lioness, is 
a writer, but first and foremost a teacher. She has been fighting for the 
position of girls in education for forty years. She is convinced that girls with 
a good education can succeed and become the leaders of their nations.

Rialto de Pijp: TUE 24 AUG 19:40h & THU 26 AUG 17:20h

ACTUAL AFRICA SHORTS

African Shorts by Female Directors
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VARIOUS DIRECTORS | 2020 | VARIOUS COUNTRIES | 14' | VARIOUS LANGUAGES | 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

KHADIDIATOU SOW | SENEGAL | 2017 | 18' | WOLOF SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

LOBÉ NDIAYE | SENEGAL, BELGIUM | 2018 | 26' | WOLOF SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

ANGÈLE DIABANG | SENEGAL | 2019 | 24' | WOLOF, FRENCH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Un air de kora

Salma, a Muslim girl, dreams of being a kora player, but in her tradition, a 
woman is not allowed to play this beautiful string instrument. By chance 
the opportunity presents itself to her to receive lessons from a true kora 
maestro: a monk.
Short will be screened together with feature film Baamum Nafi.

Rialto de Pijp:  SUN 22 AUG 14:10h & TUE 24 AUG 21:30h

ACTUAL AFRICA SHORTS

CHRISTOPHER TIJAN SMITH | GAMBIA | 2020 | 1' | NO DIALOGUES

Help! 

Ultra-short film about domestic violence and sexual abuse of young girls 
in The Gambia. Gambian screenwriter Christopher Tijan Smith wrote the 
story during his stay at the centre for asylum seekers in Assen.
Short will be screened together with feature film Eyimofe.

Rialto de Pijp:  SAT 21 AUG 19:00h 

COMFORT ARTHUR | GHANA | 2019 | 8' | ENGLISH SPOKEN | NO SUBTITLES

I’m Living in Ghana Get Me Out Of Here

What can someone moving from London to Ghana expect? Filmmaker and 
animator Comfort Arthur, born in Ghana, raised in the UK, shows it in this 
funny animated video. The character Comfort faces many challenges.
Short will be screened together with feature film Ghana for You.

Rialto de Pijp:  SAT 21 AUG 16:45h  Rialto VU:  THU 26 AUG 15:30h
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ACTUAL AFRICA SHORTS

TÉTSHIM & FRANK MUKUNDAY | CONGO, BELGIUM | 2019 | 10' | FRENCH SPOKEN | 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Machini

Congo is rich in raw materials, which are in high demand worldwide. There 
are mining sites all over the country. How does this impact the city, nature? 
This is what Congolese artists Tétshim and Frank Mukunday show in their 
stop-motion film.
Short will be screened together with feature film Ntarabana.

DANDANA | GAMBIA, NEDERLAND | 2020 | 6' | ENGLISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Ndanka Ndanka 

Music video of the Gambian/Senegalese/Dutch music collective Dandana. 
In Wolof, "Ndanka Ndanka" means "easy easy": take your time day by day, 
just as Gambians do.
Short will be screened together with feature film Eyimofe.

Rialto de Pijp:  SUN 22 AUG 15:30h & THU 26 AUG 17:00h

Rialto de Pijp:  SAT 21 AUG 19:00h
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TÉTSHIM & FRANK MUKUNDAY | CONGO, BELGIUM | 2019 | 10' | FRENCH SPOKEN | 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

DANDANA | GAMBIA, NEDERLAND | 2020 | 6' | ENGLISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

BALOJI (1978) is a Belgian-Congolese rapper, songwriter and a film and music 
video director. In the 1990s he had his breakthrough as MC Balo with the band 
Starflam. He has been performing as a solo artist since 2004. "Baloji" means 
"man of science" in Swahili.

ACTUAL AFRICA SHORTS

BALOJI | CONGO, BELGIUM | 2018 | 10' | FRENCH, LINGALA SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Peau de chagrin / Bleu de nuit

A spirited music video by Baloji presenting traditional wedding rituals of 
Congolese pygmies. "I see music in colours," Baloji says. "I have synaesthesia 
and I perceive music on a sensory level." 
Short will be screened together with feature film Aloe Vera.

Rialto de Pijp:  SAT 21 AUG 21:45h  & SAT 28 AUG 19:00h 
Rialto VU: THU 26 AUG 20:30h

BALOJI | CONGO, BELGIUM | 2019 | 15' | FRENCH, LINGALA SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Zombies

Baloji takes us on a journey between hope and dystopia through a 
hallucinated Kinshasa. From a nightclub to the culture of the hair salon, 
and from a dictator's campaigning parade to a modern western – a tale of 
mobile technology and connectivity.
Short will be screened together with feature film Burkinabe.

OSCAM: FRI 20 AUG 20:30h 
Rialto de Pijp: SUN 22 AUG 19:45h & SAT 28 AUG 21:30h  
De Balie: WED 25 AUG 21:30h 

WCA & Cinedans present: Baloji shorts
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WCA PRESENTS

What does (daily) life look like in other cultures and, 
above all, how is it depicted in film? The answers 
to these questions form the raison d'être of World 
Cinema Amsterdam – the festival that has been 
bringing the best that cinema from Africa (including 
the Middle East), Latin America (including the 
Caribbean) and Asia has to offer for eleven years. 
The cultural differences between all the countries 
belonging to these parts of the world are huge, 
but as has become clear over the years so are the 
similarities. Sorrow and loss, happiness and joy, 
love and friendship, these emotions are experienced 
equally intensely all over the world.

In 2019, we introduced a new programme feature: 
WCA Presents. It was meant to find an answer to the 
also important question what it is like for someone 
with non-Dutch/Belgian roots who lives in one of 
these two countries. What is their view from the 
perspective of their bi-cultural identity on the world 
they live in?

This is the second time that WCA Presents features 
in the festival, with a selection of recent long 
and short films by filmmakers with a bi-cultural 
background living in the Netherlands or Flanders. 
The programming includes:

- All-in (Volkan Üce) 
- Dealing with Death (Paul Sin Nam Rigter)
- Little Stars of Bethlehem (Shariff Nasr)
- Mitra (Kaweh Modiri)

Three further short films will be screened preceding 
the feature films: Fufu met appelmoes (Roziena 
Salihu), Mosaic (Imge Özbilge) and So We Live (Rand 
Abou Fakher).

On Saturday, 21 August, starting 2 PM all films will 
be screened, with the directors present for a Q&A 
(Covid willing...).

WCA Presents
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WCA PRESENTS

VOLKAN ÜCE
(1981, Belgium) is a self-taught filmmaker who studied and worked 
at the University of Antwerp. His first feature-length documentary 
Displaced world premiered at DOK Leipzig 2017 and investigated 
the identity crisis of third-generation Turks growing up in the Low 
Countries. In his latest documentary, All-in, screening at WCA, 
Kurdish boys discover Western consumer society at an all-in hotel in 
Turkey.

It's summertime, busy weeks lie ahead for Ismail and Hakan, both employed at the Nashira 
Resort, a large, international, all-inclusive resort on the Turkish Riviera. 18-year-old Ismail has 
dropped out of school and dreams of becoming a hairdresser, but works in the hotel kitchen 
for now. Hakan, a 25-year-old college dropout, is the lifeguard at the resort's aquapark. The 
two men hope their jobs will enable them to get ahead in life and at least learn English. Who 
knows, maybe they can go to the US someday. Though they are obviously very different people, 
they have become good friends. Ismail has grown more self-assured through his work, whereas 
Hakan has begun to feel increasingly invisible and insignificant.

For two summers, the Belgian-Turkish director Volkan Üce has followed the two Turkish men 
trying to realize their dreams, even if just partly. The big question, however, is whether those 
dreams are actually worth all the effort.

All-in
VOLKAN ÜCE | BELGIUM, NETHERLANDS, FRANCE | 2021 | 81' | TURKISH, KURDISH, ENGLISH SPOKEN| 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES | RELEASED BY CINEMA DELICATESSEN DATE TBA

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
SAT 20 AUG 16:10h   

De Balie
TUE 24 AUG 21:30h 

Rialto VU
THU 26 AUG 15:00h
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PAUL SIN NAM RIGTER
(1974, Korea) studied communication science before making his 
debut as an actor. Familiar to WCA audiences as a festival presenter, 
he directed shorts Lux and Sweet Tomato, documentaries Playing 
for the Past and The Nose – In search of Blamage and wrote and 
directed the documentary series Heroes of the Maxima. His latest 
documentary Dealing with Death won Best Dutch Documentary at 
IDFA 2020.

With a population of an estimated 130 different nationalities, the Bijlmer can fairly be called 
a multicultural district. Surinamese, Antilleans and Ghanaians form the majority. When 
filmmaker Paul Sin Nam Rigter read a newspaper article about the plans of funeral organization 
Yarden to establish a multicultural funeral home in the Bijlmer, his interest was piqued: could 
this work, how are they planning to do it, and should a white company actually want to do this? 
These aspects made Rigter decide to follow the project, eventually doing so for five years.

What do the people want, which funeral rites are celebrated? These are essential questions for 
Yarden, so the company asks funeral director Anita, a white Dutch woman, to visit the area and 
find out the needs and wishes of the different population groups. She starts out confidently, 
but the more she sees and learns, the more she begins to have doubts. Do these people actually 
need a funeral home? IDFA Award Winner for Best Dutch Documentary.

Dealing with Death
PAUL SIN NAM RIGTER | NETHERLANDS | 2020 | 74' | DUTCH, ENGLISH, SRANAN TONGO, TWI SPOKEN| 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
SAT 21 AUG 18:40h 

Rialto VU
FRI 27 AUG 15:30 

WCA PRESENTS
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WCA PRESENTS

SHARIFF NASR
(1981, Rotterdam) attended the Netherlands Film Academy. He is 
a director and writer with a talent for both dramatic and comical 
narrative. He is currently working as a director on his first feature 
film: El Houb. He has won various awards, including  Best Film at the 
2020 Dutch National Education Awards for his documentary Little 
Stars of Bethlehem. He is also a member of the WCA Jury this year.

In 2018, eight Palestinian children from Bethlehem were invited to play in the Hello Cello 
Orchestra during the Amsterdam Cello Biennale. A huge adventure for the children born and 
raised in Palestinian refugee camps. Although the tents have now been replaced by stone 
houses, these are still enclosed camps. The eight kids travel further than their parents ever 
have, arriving in a world where freedom and prosperity are everyday elements.

Director Shariff Nasr, this year a WCA Jury member, followed the young cellists on their 
adventure. He first filmed them in their own environment, next registered how they fared in 
Amsterdam. The heart-warming result was voted National Education Film in 2019. The judging 
committee described the documentary as "a film about strength. The power of music, which 
lifts the little musicians above the sometimes harsh and grey reality."

Little Stars of Bethlehem
SHARIFF NASR | NETHERLANDS | 2019 | 53' | ARABIC, DUTCH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
SAT 21 AUG 21:00h 

Rialto VU
FRI 27 AUG 18:00h
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The 1979 Iranian Revolution cost young Mitra her life – she was betrayed and executed in 1981. 
Her mother Haleh fled the country, ending up in the Netherlands, where she has been living a 
successful and peaceful life for decades. Her peace comes to an abrupt end when Leyla shows 
up. Haleh is pretty sure: this is the woman who betrayed her daughter. But Leyla, a loving 
mother herself, doesn't seem to recognize Haleh. How sure is Haleh really? She tries to discover 
the truth with the help of her brother Mohsen.

Iranian-Dutch director Kaweh Modiri based the story on his eponymous 2020 novel about his 
family's background. Though it is based on factual events, he emphasizes that it is a work of 
fiction; an exploration of the reliability of memory and the role history plays in our lives. Can we 
ever shake it off?

Mitra
KAWEH MODIRI | NETHERLANDS, DENMARK, GERMANY | 2021 | 107' | PERSIAN, DUTCH SPOKEN | ENGLISH 
SUBTITLES | RELEASED BY CINÉART ON 05 AUGUST

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
SAT 21 AUG 14:00h
WED 25 AUG 21:00h 

WCA PRESENTS

KAWEH MODIRI
(1982, Iran) is a Dutch artist, filmmaker and writer of Iranian descent. 
His Gerrit Rietveld Academy graduation film Mijn inbreker en ik 
world premièred at IFFR 2011 and won the René Coelho Award. His 
feature Bodkin Ras won the 2016 FIPRESCI award at IFFR, and again 
at the Viennale. His second feature, Mitra (2021), is based on his 2020 
novel of the same title. 
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WCA PRESENTS

ROZIENA SALIHU | NETHERLANDS | 2019 | 21' | DUTCH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES 

Fufu met appelmoes

Filmmaker Roziena Salihu is both Dutch and Ghanaian. Her Ghanaian 
father left when she was little, her mother raised her in a white town. Is 
she white or black? Within her family she searches for the answer to the 
question "How come I don't know my cultural identity?"
Short will be screened together with feature film Dealing with Death.

IMGE ÖZBILGE | BELGIUM | 2020 | 15' | NO DIALOGUES

Mosaic

Metaphorical animated short about war. A Kurdish student, a Muslim 
violinist and a Christian girl live peacefully in the oldest city in the Middle 
East. A mysterious shadow appears, threatening to destroy everything.
Short will be screened together with documentary Little Stars of Bethlehem.

RAND ABOU FAKHER | BELGIUM | 2020 | 15' | ARABIC SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

So We Live

A one-take filming of a family's seemingly normal night in a war zone. 
The power fails, comes back on, fails again; the family is playing games, 
drinking tea, arguing, meanwhile bombs are falling outside.
Short will be screened together with feature film All-in.

Rialto de Pijp: SAT 21 AUG 18:40h      Rialto VU: SAT 28 AUG 15:30h

Rialto de Pijp: SAT 21 AUG 21:00h   Rialto VU: FRI 27 AUG 18.00h

Rialto de Pijp: SAT 21 AUG 16:10h   De Balie: TUE 24 AUG 21:30h 
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The images of Cubans venturing across the sea to Florida in rickety boats are still etched in 
our memories. Since that route has been closed, Cubans who no longer see a future in their own 
country have to travel a very different route to reach the United States. They fly to Guyana and 
then trudge north via Brazil or Venezuela and subsequently Colombia. It is a dangerously risky 
journey leading through dense jungle. Many find themselves stranded in Panama, eventually 
ending up as illegal immigrants in a refugee camp in Panama City.

Director Marcel Beltrán, who was a guest as a jury member at WCA in 2018, visited the refugees 
there to record their story. He discovered that many of them had filmed their own journeys. 
In his documentary he combines his own recordings in the camp with the at times shocking 
images made by the refugees themselves. The result is equally poignant and gut-wrenching.

GO CUBA!

GO CUBA! PROGRAMME 1: La opción cero

MARCEL BELTRÁN
(1985, Cuba) has been both a festival guest and jury member at WCA. 
His short Casa de la noche screened here in 2016, and in 2018 his 
documentary El desaparecido screened as a work-in-progress. 
His latest documentary La opción cero – again co-produced with 
support from Go Cuba! – portrays what Cuban refugees go through 
trying to reach the US.

SCREENINGS 
De Balie
MON 23 AUG 21:30h

Rialto de Pijp
THU 26 AUG 21:30h
FRI 27 AUG 17:00h

MARCEL BELTRÁN | CUBA, BRAZIL, COLOMBIA | 2020 | 80' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES
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GO CUBA! PROGRAMME 2

KAREL DUCASSE | CUBA | 2021 | 20' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Futuro paraíso

To make room for the construction of a tourism project by the Cuban 
government and a Chinese company, 38 families are forced to move. In 
the absence of official information, the neighbourhood has been living in 
uncertainty for more than a decade.

FERNANDO FRAGUELA | CUBA | 2021 | 54' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

El matadero

Dusniel is a young Cuban who only dreams of emigrating. To make this 
happen, he raises pigs in "El Calero", a neighbourhood filled with Soviet-
style buildings, where thousands of people try to survive, with or without 
dreams.

Rialto de Pijp: FRI 27 AUG 21:00h  

GO CUBA! SHORTS
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GO CUBA! SHORTS 

ALEJANDRO FERNÁNDEZ GONZÁLEZ | CUBA | 2020 | 28' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Resolver, el arte

For years, Cuban cinema was foundering, but not long ago reforms were 
implemented. Until recently, the official Film Institute ICAIC was in charge, 
leaving no place for independent cinema. Cuban filmmakers tell their 
story.

DIANA MORENO CASTELLANOS | CUBA | 2020 | 25' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Los coleccionistas

Papoto (12) and his little sister Lili (10) live with their father, a fisherman. In 
an apparently carefree summer, the kids save wrappers for their collection 
and tag along to sea. But can Papoto protect his sister from their father?

DAMIÁN SAINZ | CUBA | 2021 | 12' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Los cimarrones

Orestes is feverishly searching his brother Damián in the night forest. 
Here in the jungle he is faced with his deepest fears: darkness, the spirits 
of his enslaved ancestors, his brother's homosexuality.

Rialto de Pijp: THU 26 AUG 19:00h

GO CUBA! PROGRAMME 3

CECILIA OTERO | CUBA, CHILE, USA | 2021 | 17' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Aburo

David (17) dreams of a career as a ballet dancer, his twin brother Alexis 
is planning a restaurant robbery. The night before the auditions their 
inability to get along reaches boiling point.
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ALEJANDRO FERNÁNDEZ GONZÁLEZ | CUBA | 2020 | 28' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

DIANA MORENO CASTELLANOS | CUBA | 2020 | 25' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

DAMIÁN SAINZ | CUBA | 2021 | 12' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

GO CUBA! PROGRAMME 4

CECILIA OTERO | CUBA, CHILE, USA | 2021 | 17' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

CARLA VALDÉS | CUBA | 2020 | 19' | SPANISH, RUSSIAN SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Los puros

In the 1980s, Carla's parents and their friends studied Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy in Minsk. Upon their return to Cuba, the Soviet Union fell, an 
event that shattered all their dreams. They meet again thirty years later.

SHEYLA POOL | CUBA | 2021 | 19' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Matrioshka

In her dreams, Ana (25) is tormented by desires, frustrations and fears. 
She tries in vain to run away from the most painful event of her life – she 
will have to face the truth.

NATALÍ CARDET | CUBA | 2020 | 16' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

New Eva

In a dystopian world where women willingly live bent over to benefit men, 
Marcel and Eva are happily married. After meeting an upright-standing 
woman, Marcel wants to change things. Eva objects however...

Rialto de Pijp: SAT 28 AUG 16:20h  

ZOE GARCIA | CUBA | 2020 | 16' | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Hora azul

Mariano is at the hospital for a prostate screening. China is waiting for the 
body of her late husband. They have seen each other around before and 
spend the afternoon together. He has a proposition for her.

GO CUBA! SHORTS
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SPECIAL SCREENINGS

KAOUTHER BEN HANIA
(1977, Tunisia) is a director and a scriptwriter. Her documentary Imams 
Go to School premiered at IDFA 2010. The Blade of Tunis (2013) was 
her first feature film. Her second feature, Beauty and The Dogs / Eft 
Hyati was selected for Cannes 2017. In 2021, her feature The Man Who 
Sold His Skin was the first ever Tunisian film nominated for an Oscar.

In 2007, Swiss-born Tim Steiner had a work of art tattooed on his back by Belgian artist Wim 
Delvoye. The work has since been sold to a collector, who is entitled to the tattooed skin after 
Steiner's death. This strange story inspired a new film by Tunisian director Kaouther Ben 
Hania – a satire of elitist art circles, as well as a critique of the West's dehumanizing apathy 
towards refugees.

Syrian Sam Ali flees his war-torn homeland and ends up in Lebanon. He wants to go to Europe, 
but doesn't have the money or the right documents. Everything changes when he meets famous 
artist Jeffrey Godefroi. For Godefroi, Sam's back is the ideal canvas for one of his ideas. Sam 
agrees to go along with it and a tattooed visa for the Schengen zone is inked on his back. The 
work of art is worth a fortune, which naturally has major consequences for Sam. Nominated for 
an Oscar, awarded in Venice.

The Man Who Sold His Skin
KAOUTHER BEN HANIA | TUNISIA, FRANCE, BELGIUM | 2020 | 104' | ARABIC, ENGLISH, FRENCH SPOKEN| 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES | RELEASED BY CINÉART ON 14 OCTOBER

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp
FRI 20 AUG 19:00h
SAT 28 AUG 18:00h

De Balie
SAT 21 AUG 21:30h

Rialto VU
THU 26 AUG 20:00h
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ANA KATZ
(1975, Argentina) is a filmmaker, writer and actress. After making 
several shorts, her feature debut El juego de la silla (2002) won 
awards at international festivals including a special jury mention 
at San Sebastián. Her second feature, Una novia errante (2007), 
screened in Un Certain Regard. El Perro Que No Calla captures a 
midlife coming-of-age in a world that might be nearing its end.

Most dogs hate to be home alone, but Rita, the dog of Sebastián, a man in his thirties, takes 
things to a next level: as soon as her owner leaves the house, Rita starts howling incessantly. 
It is driving the neighbours crazy, so Sebastián decides to take his dog to work. Alas Rita is 
not welcome there either. In the end, Sebastián quits his job, which kicks off a series of strange 
events: he moves to the countryside, then returns to the city, hops from job to job, finds new 
love. Meanwhile, a global crisis of apocalyptic proportions is happening.

Director Ana Katz spent several years working on this light, absurdist drama about the 
search for meaning and purpose in a world characterized by generally overwhelming disorder. 
Sebastián is played by Daniel Katz, the director's brother, and he does so with subdued verve. 
Winner of the VPRO Big Screen Award, IFFR 2021.

El perro que no calle

SPECIAL SCREENINGS

ANA KATZ | ARGENTINA | 2020 | 73’ | SPANISH SPOKEN | ENGLISH SUBTITLES | RELEASED BY 
PERISCOOP ON 19 AUGUST

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
FRI 20 AUG 21:40h 
MON 23 AUG 19:30h

Rialto VU
FRI 27 AUG 15:00h

De Balie
FRI 27 AUG 21:30h
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SPECIAL SCREENINGS

FIROUZEH KHOSROVANI
(Iran) made her filmmaking debut with Life Train (2004). Her 
documentary Rough Cut (2007) picked up thirteen international 
awards. Since then, she made films including 1001 Irans (2010) and Fest 
of Duty (2014) and collaborated on the portmanteau documentary 
Profession: Documentarist (2014). Radiograph of a Family won 
the 2020 IDFA Award for Best Feature-Length Documentary & Best 
Creative Use of Archive.

Life can be strange indeed: director Firouzeh Khosrovani's mother married a photo of her 
father – literally. At the time of the wedding in the 1960s, mother Tayi was in Teheran, while 
father Hossein was studying radiology in Switzerland. Soon after, Tayi left for Switzerland 
to live with a man who was actually a stranger to her. The differences between the devout 
Muslim Tayi and the secular Hossein turned out to be huge and were to define their daily life 
permanently. After the birth of Firouzeh, the family returned to Iran, where these differences 
became even more pronounced following the Iranian Revolution in 1979.

Using archival footage, letters, old photographs and interviews, Khosrovani paints an intimate 
portrait of the family she grew up in. A portrait that symbolizes the current state of affairs 
in Iran, a country where the contrast between secular and religious seem irreconcilable. For 
Khosrovani, this fifth film is her life's work.

Radiograph of a Family
FIROUZEH KHOSROVANI | NORWAY, IRAN, SWITZERLAND | 2020 | 82' | PERSIAN, FRENCH SPOKEN | 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES | RELEASED BY MOOOV ON 26 AUGUST

SCREENINGS
Rialto de Pijp
FRI 20 AUG 17:00h
FRI 27 AUG 21:20h

De Balie
THU 26 AUG 19:00h 

Rialto VU
FRI 27 AUG 17:30h
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Early in the morning, fisherman José returns to his house after a long night of fishing. But 
instead of being welcomed by his three children, he finds only his crying daughter Carmen. She 
tells him that her brothers Dionisio and Rafael were kidnapped at night by paramilitary troops. 
José is pretty sure they were shot and their bodies thrown into the river. He has no choice but to 
return to the river and search for the remains of his sons. A dangerous journey that could cost 
him his life, but it has to be done, because their souls will never find rest without a proper burial.

In his first feature film, which he also wrote, director Nicolás Rincón Gille wants to give a voice 
to everyone who lost loved ones in the Colombian civil war. He does so at the pace at which the 
river calmly flows through the landscape.

Tantas Almas

SPECIAL SCREENINGS

NICOLÁS RINCÓN GILLE | COLOMBIA, BRAZIL, BELGIUM, FRANCE | 2019 | 137' | SPANISH SPOKEN| 
ENGLISH SUBTITLES | RELEASED BY EYE DATE TBA

NICOLÁS RINCÓN GILLE
(1973, Colombia) worked as a cinematographer and directed shorts 
before making his documentary trilogy Campo hablado. The 
trilogy’s three parts: En lo escondido (2007), Los abrazos del río 
(2010) and Noche herida (2015) all picked up significant awards. 
Tantas Almas is his first fiction feature, and won Best Feature at 
Marrakech International Film Festival and Best Film at Nantes 
Three Continents. 

SCREENINGS 
Rialto de Pijp
FRI 20 AUG 18:40h
TUE 24 AUG 21:10h
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WCA: Also in OSCAM & LantarenVenster

Fri 20 August, 20:30h
WCAxOSCAM
At Bijlmerplein in Amsterdam Zuidoost you will find OSCAM, the Open Space Contemporary 
Art Museum. Opened in 2017 and focusing on art, fashion and design in Amsterdam, this 
museum brings art with a capital "A" closer to the people and offers a platform to young talent 
from the Zuidoost district.

On Friday night, 20 August, a special WCA event with film and Q&A will take place here. The 
programme is as follows:

20.30 Welcome by Nancy Asaah (curator Actual Africa)
20.35 Preceding short film: Zombies by Baloji (see p. 33)
20.50 Q&A with Baloji
21.05 Main feature: Ghana for You by Adams Mensah (see p. 25)
22.20 Q&A with Adams Mensah

OSCAM | Bijlmerplein 110 | Amsterdam

Sun 22 August, 16:30h & 19:00h
WCAxLantarenVenster
The Rotterdam film and music theatre LantarenVenster and World Cinema Amsterdam have 
been maintaining warm relations for many years. It therefore made sense to organize a number 
of WCA screenings in this beautiful cinema on the Wilhelminapier this year again.

On Sunday 22 August two WCA films will be shown, both from the Actual Africa programme:

16.30 Eyimofe by Arie & Chuko Esiri (see p. 14)
19.00 Aloe Vera by Peter Sedufia (see p. 20)

LantarenVenster | Otto Reuchlinweg 996 | Rotterdam
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Thursday, 19 August, 21:00h – Rialto De Pijp
OPENING WORLD CINEMA AMSTERDAM
After two years of waiting the time has actually 
come: on Thursday, 19 August, 9 PM, the 
eleventh edition of World Cinema Amsterdam 
will open with Egyptian director Ayten Amin's 
Souad – a film about a young woman fantasizing 
a lot about an exciting, modern life on social 
media, though meanwhile her real life is very 
different. A clash is unavoidable...

Fey Lehiane, film and theatre maker and 
also Rialto for Short presenter, will welcome 
everyone at the opening, followed by festival 
director and curator Raymond Walravens who 
will talk a bit about the festival programming. 
The screening is preceded by an online 
Q&A with the director, while the unrivalled 
Candy Girls will create the best possible vibe 
throughout the evening.

Saturday, 21 August, 19:00h + 21:45h 
Rialto De Pijp
Africadelic@WCA: Opening Actual Africa
The Africadelic Festival is an annual event 
around International Africa Day. Through 
concerts, films and talks, the festival offers a 
reflection on the state of Africa and a celebration 
of the cultural creativity of the continent and 
the diaspora.

Together with Africadelic, the focus programme 
Actual Africa will be opened on Saturday, 21 
August with two films plus preceding short 
films.

19.00h
Preceding short films:
- Help! (Christopher Tijan Smith | Gambia )
-  Ndanka ndanka (Dandana | Gambia, Netherlands)

Main feature:
Eyimofe (Arie & Chuko Esiri | Nigeria)
Introduction by Nancy Asaah (curator Actual 
Africa), Emiel Martens (founder Africadelic among 
other things) and scriptwriter Christopher Tijan 
Smith

21.45h
Preceding short film: Peau de chagrin / Bleu de Nuit 
(Baloji | Congo, Belgium)
Q&A with rapper/filmmaker Baloji

Main feature: 
Aloe Vera (Peter Sedufia | Ghana)
Introduction by Nancy Asaah and Emiel Martens.

Sunday, 22 August, 16:00h – De Balie
WCAxDe Balie 1: Lessons on Migration
What does it mean to be in a place where you do 
not belong, where you were not born, where your 
roots do not lie?

This question will be examined at De Balie on 
Sunday afternoon, 22 August, with scenes from 
four festival films as a starting point: Fighter 
(Jeró Yun, South Korea), Ensilumi (Hamy 
Ramezan, Finland/Iran), Eyimofe (Arie & Chuko 
Esiri, Nigeria), and The Man Who Sold His Skin 
(Kaouther Ben Hania, Tunisia/France).

With four special guests the discussion will 
focus on possible lessons about migration drawn 
from films.

Opening & Closing Ceremony / Events 

EVENTS
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Monday, 23 August, 19:00h – Rialto De Pijp
Het Filmgesprek: Fighter
The second edition of Het Filmgesprek will 
take place on Monday, 23 August, featuring the 
South Korean drama Fighter, a film about a 
young woman who has fled from North to South 
Korea and is struggling with the transition.

After the screening, curator and programmer 
Rinke Vreeke will engage the audience in a 
discussion of the film's various themes as well 
as address the following questions: how did the 
film affect you, how did it change your view of 
(this part of) the world? In short, an in-depth 
film discussion.

Wednesday, 25 August, 21:00h – Rialto De Pijp
LA RIOT@WCA: Mitra
During this edition of WCA, Rialto's own youth 
editors will again contribute. Wednesday night, 
25 August, they will present the film Mitra by the 
Iranian-Dutch director Kaweh Modiri, a story of 
an Iranian immigrant in the Netherlands who 
continues to be haunted by the past.
Modiri will be present to answer questions from 
LA RIOT and the public.

Thursday, 26 August, 19:00h – De Balie
WCAxDe Balie 2: Radiograph of a Family
Iranian-Italian director Firouzeh Khosrovani 
reconstructs her parents' unhappy marriage 
in the documentary Radiograph of a Family, an 
impressive and intimate portrait that won the 
Feature-Length Documentary award at the last 
edition of IDFA.
Next to Khosrovani, Oetra Gopal will be present 
as a guest at De Balie this night. Gopal, a child 
of Hindu parents and currently an alderman of 
Tynaarlo, was married off at the age of 21 to a 
man completely unknown to her. The marriage 
didn't last.

Led by De Balie programmer Parwin Mirrahimy, 
Khosrovani (online) and Gopal discuss the 
phenomenon of arranged marriage – What is 
it like for two strangers to be married to each 
other? What does such a marriage mean for the 
children?

Saturday, 28 August, 21:00h – Rialto De Pijp
Closing: Award Ceremony
As the saying goes, all good things must come 
to an end. This is also true for WCA: Saturday 
night, 28 August, the festival will conclude with 
the Brazilian film The Last Days of Gilda, telling 
the story of Gilda, an unconventional woman, 
lover of both food and sex, who is forced to deal 
with religiously inspired intolerance.
Preceding the screening, the winners of the 
Exchange Award and the World Cinema Jury 
Award will be announced; an exciting night for 
all nominees!

The event will be hosted by Dennis Overeem 
from the Buddy Film Foundation. The Candy 
Girls will again jazz up the night with good 
entertainment.

Sunday, 5 September, after sunset – Bijlmerbios
Bijlmerbios presents Aloe Vera in the open air
Under the Kraaiennest metro station in 
Amsterdam-Zuidoost, WCA enthusiasts can 
enjoy a splendid afters. On Sunday, 5 September, 
the Bijlmerbios open-air cinema will be 
showing one of the films from the Actual Africa 
programme: the romantic comedy Aloe Vera by 
Ghanaian director Peter Sedufia. A love story 
under the stars! Can it get any better?



54

PROGRAMME WORLD CINEMA AMSTERDAM 2021
RB = RIALTO DE PIJP BOVEN 
RO = RIALTO DE PIJP ONDER 

VU 8 & 9 = RIALTO VU AUDI 8 & 9
DE BALIE = CINEMA DE BALIE
 

OSCAM 
BIJLMER BIOS 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR Q&A INFO 
ALL FILMS HAVE ENGLISH SUBTITLES

COMPETITION  ACTUAL AFRICA  WCA PRESENTS GO CUBA SPECIAL SCREENINGS    

RB 
 
RO 
 

THURSDAY 19 AUGUST | OPENING NIGHT

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

21:00 Opening Film 
Souad  (by invitation only)

21:00 Opening Film 
Souad  (by invitation only)

RB 
 
RO 
 
DE BALIE

SATURDAY 21 AUGUST

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

21:30 The Man 
Who Sold His Skin

16:45 I'm Living in... 
+ Ghana For You 

16:10 So We Live  
+ All-in 

18:40 Fufu met Appelmoes 
+ Dealing with Death 

21:45 Peau de chagrin/ 
blue de nuit  + Aloe Vera

14:30 La femme 
au couteau

14:00 Mitra

RB 
 
RO

OSCAM 

FRIDAY 20 AUGUST 

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

19:00 The Man 
Who Sold His Skin

21:40 El perro que 
no calla 

21:20 Souad17:00 Radiograph of 
a Family

18:40 Tantas Almas

21:00 Mosaic  + Little 
Stars of Bethlehem 

19:00 Souad

RB 
 
RO 
 
DE BALIE

SUNDAY 22 AUGUST

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

21:30 Fighter

16:50 Canción sin 
nombre

17:50 The Mercy of 
The Jungle

19:45 Zombies 
+ Burkinabe

19:00 Ballad of a 
White Cow

14:10 Un air de Kora + 
Baamum Nafi

15:30 Machini + 
Ntarabana

21:40 Us in Between

16:00 WCA x De Balie: 
Lessons on migration

21:20 Bahasha

19:00 Ensilumi

19:00 Help!  & Ndanka 
Ndanka + Eyimofe

20:30 Zombies  + 
Ghana for You 
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RB 
 
RO 

VU 8

VU 9

DE BALIE

THURSDAY 26 AUGUST

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

17:00 Machini + 
Ntarabana

17:20 African Shorts 
by Female Directors

19:20 Canción sin 
nombre

21:10 Jai jumlong19:00 Go Cuba! 
programme 3

21.30 Go Cuba! 
La opción cero

18:00 Us in Between 20:30 Peau de chagrin/ 
blue de nuit + Aloe Vera

RB 
 
RO 
 
DE BALIE

WEDNESDAY 25 AUGUST

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

21:30 Zombies + 
Burkinabe

19:20 Us in 
Between

19:00 Ensilumi

21:20 Bahasha

21:00 Mitra  - LA RIOT

19:00 Eyimofe

RB 
 
RO 
 
DE BALIE

MONDAY 23 AUGUST

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

21:30 Go Cuba! 
La opción cero

19:30 El perro 
que no calla

19:00 Fighter 
Het Filmgesprek

21:10 Eyimofe

21:45 Ensilumi

19:00 Canción 
sin nombre

RB 
 
RO 
 
DE BALIE

TUESDAY 24 AUGUST

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

21:30 So We Live  
+ All-in 

19:10 The Mercy 
of The Jungle

19:40 African Shorts 
by Female Directors

21:10 Tantas Almas

21:30 Un air de Kora 
+ Baamum Nafi

19:00 Ballad of a 
White Cow

20:00 The Man Who 
Sold His Skin

17:30 Ensilumi15:00 So We Live + 
All-in

15:30 I'm Living.. + 
Ghana For You

22:00 Jai jumlong19:00 De Balie x WCA: 
Radiograph of a Family 
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SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER |  OPEN AIR

21:00 Aloe Vera

 

BIJLMER
BIOS

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

RB 
 
RO 

VU 8

VU 9

DE BALIE

SATURDAY 28 AUGUST | CLOSING NIGHT

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

16:20 Go Cuba! 
programme 4

19:00 Peau de chagrin/ 
blue de nuit + Aloe Vera

21:00 Award Ceremony & 
Closing Film The Last Days of Gilda 

 (by invitation only)

18:00 The Man Who 
Sold His Skin

21:30 Zombies + 
Burkinabe

18:00 Ballad of a 
White Cow

20:30 Canción sin 
nombre

20:00 Closing Film 
The Last Days of Gilda

17:30 Fighter15:00 La femme au 
couteau

15:30 Jai jumlong

21:30 Closing Film 
The Last Days of Gilda

RB 
 
RO 

VU 8

VU 9

DE BALIE

FRIDAY 27 AUGUST

13:00         14:00          15:00          16:00           17:00          18:00           19:00         20:00          21:00          22:00       23:00         0:00  

17:20 Radiograph of 
a Family

17:00 Go Cuba! 
La opción cero

19:20 Jai jumlong

21:20 Fighter19:00 Ballad of a White 
Cow

21:00 Go Cuba! 
programme 2

18:00 Mosaic + Little 
Stars of Bethlehem

20:30 Eyimofe

20:00 Souad17:30 Radiograph of 
a Family

15:00 El perro que 
no calla

15:30 Fufu met Appelmoes 
+ Dealing with Death

21:30 El perro que 
no calla

COMPETITION  ACTUAL AFRICA  WCA PRESENTS GO CUBA SPECIAL SCREENINGS    

Worldcinemamsterdam

WCA2017

Rialto

De Balie

De Boelelaan 1111

OSCAM - Open Space
Contemporary Art Museum

Kraaiennest
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Worldcinemamsterdam

WCA2017

Rialto

De Balie

PRICES
Regular ticket:   € 11,50
With discount*:   €    8,50
Early bird**:   € 10,50
Cineville pass:    free admission

*      Discount with a valid CJP, Stadspas (with a 
greendot) or student card

** Available till 10 August for online tickets only

Order your tickets at:
worldcinemaamsterdam.nl

Tickets and Venues

A

B

C

MAIN VENUES
Rialto de Pijp (A)
Ceintuurbaan 338, Amsterdam
+31 (0)20-6768700
rialtofilm.nl

De Balie (B)
Kleine-Gartmanplantsoen 10, Amsterdam
+31 (0)20-5535100
debalie.nl

Rialto VU (C)
De Boelelaan 1111, Amsterdam

OSCAM (D)
Bijlmerplein 110 - 111, Amsterdam 
oscam.nl

Bijlmerbios (E)
onder metrostation Kraaiennest, Amsterdam
bijlmerbios.com

Worldcinemamsterdam

WCA2017

Rialto

De Balie

De Boelelaan 1111

OSCAM - Open Space
Contemporary Art Museum

Kraaiennest

E

D
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MAIN SPONSORS

SPONSORS & PARTNERS



59



60


